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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and \Nas published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 & 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Spencer et al (US 6,871 ,052), herein Spencer. 

Regarding claims 1 & 5, Spencer teaches a dual diversity receiver that includes 
first and second antennas to receive first and second radio signals, wherein the first and 
second antennas produce first and second antenna signals that are representative of 
the received radio signals (Figure 5, Items 102a, 102b; Column 3, Lines 38-45; 
Spencer), the receiver comprising, a first LNA that receives the first antenna signal 
(Figure 5, Items 102a, 104a; Spencer) and produces a first amplified signal, a second 
LNA that receives the second antenna signal (Figure 5, Items 102b, 104b; Spencer) 
and produces a second amplified signal and selection logic (Figure 5, Items 106, 108, 
116,118, 532, 534, 536; Spencer) to determine which of the first and second amplified 
signals has greater received power characteristic, and to select the LNA associates with 
that amplified signal so that its output is processed by the receiver (Column 3, Lines 51- 
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67; Column 4, Lines 1-2; Spencer). It is noted that the examiner is interpreting 
"received power characteristic" to be analogous to the RSSI which is a ratio of signal to 
noise power. Furthermore claim 5 reads as a analogous method claim for operating the 
dual diversity receiver recited in claim 1 . Spencer recalculates RSSI at each incoming 
packet's preamble (Column 1 , Lines 46-67; Spencer), thereby constituting repeating the 
process of determining and selecting. 

With regard to claim 3, Spencer teaches'the receiver of claim 1, wherein the 
selection logic comprises logic to measure the received power characteristic (Figure 5, 
Items 106, 108, 116 , 118, 532, 534, 536; Column 3, Lines 51-67; Column 4, Lines 1-2; 
Spencer). Spencer shows that the received power characteristics of each antenna are 
channeled through each respective l/Q branch and fed into the DC (Figure 5, Item 536; 
Spencer) for the actual comparison. The examiner is interpreting the LNAs, Mixers, and 
filters along with the DC to comprise Spencer's selection logic. 

In regard to claim 4, Spencer teaches the receiver of claim 1, wherein the 
selection logic comprises logic to select the alternate LNA when Its received power 
characteristic exceeds that of the selected LNA (Column 3, Lines 51-67; Column 4, 
Lines 1-2; Spencer). It follows from Spencer's teachings that since the received power 
characteristic is reexamined for each preamble of a data packet that whichever LNA 
had the grater received power characteristic would be selected. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spencer 
in view of Floyd (US 2005/0068099). 

Spencer teaches the receiver of claim 1 , however Spencer fails to go into detail 
about the LNAs wherein the first and second LNAs further comprise first and second 
bias generator circuits that control the operation their respective LNA based on a 
selection signal. Floyd teaches wherein the first and second LNAs further comprise first 
and second bias generator circuits that control the operation their respective LNA based 
on a selection signal (Page 2, [0028]; Floyd). The digital control circuitry is being 
interpreted by the examiner to be analogous to the selection signal, since it selects a 
gain level of the LNA. It would have been obvious to combine the teachings of Spencer 
to include wherein the first and second LNAs further comprise first and second bias 
generator circuits that control the operation their respective LNA based on a selection 
signal, such as that taught by Floyd, in order to provide for a variable gain within the 
LNAs. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spencer 
in view of Wright et al (US 5.696,798). 
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Spencer teaches the method of claim 5, however Spencer fails to further teach 
the method comprising use of a digital filter to measure the received power 
characteristic. Wright et al teach a method using a digital filter to measure a received 
power characteristic (Column 3, Lines 11-16; Wright et al). It would have been obvious 
to combine Spencer to include a digital filter to measure a received power characteristic, 
such as that taught by Wright et al, in order to provide for fewer circuit components and 
make a smaller chip footprint. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Moriyama et al (US 6,571,090) disclose a radio receiver and diversity receiver. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christian A- Hannon whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7385. The examiner can nomially be reached on Mon. .- Fri. 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Urban can be reached on (571) 272-7899. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





Christian A. Hannon 
March 15. 2006 
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